
Devizes Bowls Club 
 

Action Plan for using the bottom green during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
  
It is an individual member’s personal responsibility to ensure their own safety. While 
Devizes Bowls Club will provide as safe an environment as possible it is all members 
who will make it work.  
 
Government guidance released on 13th May 2020 states: “You can play lawn bowls 
where facilities have reopened, but you can only take part in these activities by 
yourself, or with members of your household or with one person outside of your 
household, as long as you are able to maintain social distancing.” 
 

Stay Alert, Stay Safe, Save Lives - Use your common sense - Enjoy Bowls 
 
Covid-19 
 
Anyone who thinks they are symptomatic or who lives with someone who is 
symptomatic and/or vulnerable due to age and/or underlying health conditions should 
not attend the club due to the risk of infecting others or being infected.  
 
Many members who are 70 years old or more are fit and healthy and as long as 
everyone follows social distancing guidelines, and this action plan, they are welcome to 
come and bowl if they so decide. 
 
It is members own responsibility to decide whether to come to the club and take part in 
bowling. The Club cannot police activity on and around the greens, it is for members to 
look after each other and the club by following the action plan. 
 
Members are reminded not to touch railings, doors etc unnecessarily and always to 
sanitise their hands after bowling. There will be no need to go near the top green or the 
clubhouse. 
 
The key to the bottom green gate from the car park and the key to the shed will be in 
the key safe next to the front door of the clubhouse. The code is 610A 
 
 
 



 
The Club House. 
 

1. Except for maintenance and security, the clubhouse and top green are closed to 
all members. This includes changing and toilet facilities.  

2. The Bottom Green shed will contain 6 mats and 6 jacks plus sanitising 
equipment. 

3. Bowls shoes must be worn at all times on the green 
 
The car park. 
 

1. Travel alone by car or with other members of your household only. 
2. If possible park at a distance from each other and use your car and car park as a 

safe refuge where you change your shoes and leave other equipment. No bags 
are allowed around the greens. 

3. If you walk to the club, use the car park as your refuge, but leave your bags in 
the car park. 

4. Remain in the car park until the time that your session is about to start. 
5. Enter, and leave the bottom green by the gate in the car park. 
6. Do not remain in the car park when your session has finished. 

 
The greens 
 
Opening the bottom green only and taking into account the greens maintenance 
sessions, this will provide 43 sessions per week which could mean up to 86 different 
members on the green each week. To find a partner, if necessary, to play with, please 
use your telephone - numbers are in the handbook. 
 

1. Only rinks 1,3,5 or 2,4,6 will be used to maintain social distance - see the rink 
booking sheet.  

2. You must only use the rink you booked. This is essential to ensure we manage 
the greens properly and do not create wear unnecessarily. 

3. Rinks must be booked a minimum of 24 hours in advance, you should not turn up 
in the hope of a vacant rink - see rink booking below.  

4. Opening Times - see rink booking below 
5. Only enter the greens when it is clear from the greens team or previous users. 
6. You must remain 2 metres apart at all times unless the other player is currently a 

member of your household. 



7. Each session will last 1 hour and you will need to control the time yourself, 
remember there will be others wanting to use the rink. There will be a 30 minute 
gap between sessions to enable a safe changeover. 

8. Members may play with one other member only or, if all players are of the same 
household, up to 3 other people. (In practice this is very unlikely to happen as 
they must all be members) 

9. If you require assistance or support to bowl and your assistant/supporter cannot 
maintain the 2 metre rule, this person must be a member of your own household, 
but does not need to be a member of the club. You can roll-up against another 
member, so there could be 3 people on the rink 

10.Use your own bowls and do not touch other people’s bowls. The club bowls may 
not be used. Scoreboards, 2 metre sticks, ditch markers and pushers will not be 
available. Avoid measuring and do not use chalk. 

11.When putting away equipment be careful to wait for a clear path to the shed  
12. If you have your own jack and mat please use them. 
13.Use 1 jack at each end to be placed (not rolled) by one player.. Also one person 

to place the mats. 
14.When your session is finished return your mats and jacks to the shed and use 

the sanitising spray and wipes to clean them for the next player. 
15.To be sure the mats and jacks have been sanitised you should use the spray on 

the mats and jacks you are about to use. You cannot guarantee that the previous 
players have done so. 

16.There must be no spectators or visitors around the greens at any time. 
 
Booking a rink 
 

1. Opening Times - on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1.30 pm - to allow the 
greens team to do their work. Other days they will be open from 10.30am. 
Closure will be at 8.30 pm 

2. Each member may book a rink for up to 2 sessions per week 
3. You may book up to 3 days in advance 
4. To book a rink there are 2 ways: 

a. If you use the internet go to 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BCfPENZrWpxu9vkmab2Hs0D
C5KiryWpRve8VhKksvx0/edit#gid=0 and follow the simple instructions at 
the top of the page. 

b. Only if you do not use email and have no access to the internet please 
phone Ellen Stiles on 07503187570 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BCfPENZrWpxu9vkmab2Hs0DC5KiryWpRve8VhKksvx0/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BCfPENZrWpxu9vkmab2Hs0DC5KiryWpRve8VhKksvx0/edit#gid=0


5. If you need to cancel your booking please delete your entry on the booking 
sheet.  

6. 1, 2, 3  & 4 above may well change subject to demand, Government and Bowls 
England guidelines and the working of this action plan 

 
Security 
 
There will be a gap between you leaving the green and the next people arriving. Do not 
lock the shed or the gate, the next people will arrive very soon. 
 
There will be a volunteer each day who will ensure the shed and gate are locked and 
the keys returned to the key safe at the end of play. 
 
The volunteer will also wipe down the key safe and keys, the gate and the shed door 
and lock. The door and gate should be left open all day. 

 
Devizes Bowls Club Bowling Committee 
May 2020 


